
 

Rise of Aggression 1931–1937 
Japan Collective Security Germany Italy  

Japan invades Manchuria (Sep 1931) 
 
 
 
 
 
Lytton Commission condemns Japan 
(Oct 1932) 
 
Japan leaves LON (Jan 1933) 
 

 
LON Disarmament Conference 
begins (Feb 1932) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Conference Adjournment – lack of 
progress (Jun-Oct 1933) 
 
Conference Dismisses itself (May 
1934) 

 

 
 

Hitler Chancellor (Jan 1933) 
Begins Secret Rearmament 
 
Germany leaves LON (Oct 1933) 
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USSR invited to join LON (Sep 1934) 
 
 
 
 
Stresa Front formed (Apr 1935) 
 

Attempted Anschluss fails (Jul 1934) 
Faster German rearmament 
 
Rearmament announced (Airforce & 
300,000 Army) 
Conscription announced (Mar 1935) 
 
 
German-British Secret Naval 
Agreement (Jun 1935) 

Italian Troops to Austrian border to 
stop attempted Anschluss (Jul 1934) 
 
 
 
 
 
Joins Stresa Front (Apr 1935) 
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Anti-Comintern Pact signed with 
Germany (Nov 1936) 
Japanese full scale invasion of China 
(Jul 1937) 

LON condemns Italian Aggression – 
sanctions to be imposed 
 

Britain & France secret Hoare-Laval 
Plan (Dec 1935) 
Plan leaked by press – fails 
 

LON limited sanctions imposed but 
fail to stop invasion (1936) 
Stresa Front Collapses 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
German troops reoccupy the 
Rhineland (Mar 1936) 
 

Italy invades Abyssinia (Oct 1935) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Italy defeats Ethiopia (May 1936) 
 
 
 
 
 
Italy joins Anti-Comintern Pact (Nov 
1937) 
Italy leaves LON (Dec 1937) 
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Spanish Civil War begins (Jul 1936)

Rome-Berlin Axis (Oct 1936) 

 


